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A DVERTISE  M E X.  T. 

The  tast  of  uterine  hydatids  herein  reported,  with  remarks, 
is  one  which  from  its  many  peculiar  and  striking  features  must 
be  considered  well  worthy  of  record  : T believe  the  annals  of 
medicine  no  where  furnish  an  instance  of  this  kind,  presenting  symp- 
toms so  remarkable,  or  suggestive  of  the  artificial  means  of  treat- 
ment, which  were  so  successfully  adopted.  Although  Hydatids 
in  utero ” are  occasionally  met  with  and  accurately  described  &c. 
yet  does  the  experience  of  the  most  eminent  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons in  Europe  and  elsewhere,  and  not  less  the  writings  of 
those  practitioners  most  famous  for  their  success  in  the  treatment  of 
female  disorders,  no  where  furnish  the  profession  with  facts  having 
the  least  affinity  to  those  here  detailed,  either  in  so  far  as  the  sym - 
toms  or  treatment  are  concerned. 

The  subjoined  particulars  assure  us  that  however  much  the 
practical  Physician  or  Surgeon  may  be  inclined  to  refer  to  autho- 
rity ere  he  step  out  of  the  beaten-track  yet  that  unless  he,  oc* 
casionally,  think,  and  act  for  himself— awe?  upon  his  oven  responsibi- 
lity■ the  well  being,  even  the  life  of  his  patient,  will  prove  the 
peoalty  of  his  indecision  of  purpose. 
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N.  JB. — The  contents  of  the  succeding  pages  originally  ap- 
peared in  the  Indian  Register  of  Medical  Science.  They  are  herein, 
more  completely  arranged — that  is  put  into  better  order— or  to 
intended. 
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Case  of  Hydatids  of  the  Womb 


and  usually*  in^the  eniovmenf4’  f lad J'  ol  sanguineous  temperament 
married,  required  my ^rofess^  heait*’  and  very  recently 

?he  had  been  indisposed  some  10  or  fHavs  The  1 f !" 
bowels  was  unsatisfaetnrv  \u  V.a^.s'  lhe  state  of  the 

dined  to  be  ootZTted  The8  ^ wh°le  “nCer,aiD'  but 
yellow,  and  there  was  some* dJ«n»Jn8M  Was  sl.‘Sht|y  furred  and 
particularly  so  in  the  morning  SJeea,jje  taste  to  the  mouth,  and 
herself  to  a free  and  trenermil’  i— rS'  ' , latterly  habituated 
habits  it  is  more  then8  HIM  j‘"g ; '',h,‘ch  add«d  to  sedentary 

ner  to  becom”  affectd  as  ! ?d?d  Pf°  nr  *7  *?  “S  esPecial  ma" 
aperient  pills,  composed  of  Hvrlr  s prescribed  a dose  ol  common 

Coloc,  to  be  takeT  occasion Sfv  S?b'.  C>  Pu>  Rhaei.  and  Ext. 
cumstances,  to  regulate  the  hnwol*"^  ,iePeated  according  to  cir- 

iTreii eved  the W,f  mi5S^;' 

SET'  bt  F" fe4  and8  the** bowels  more' 

were  annliVd  ’ • . not  the  Ieast  benefit.  Leeches 

form u la^recom mended  "by  £* 

'Hydr.  Ext.  Hvoscvam,  »n0  P n ••  consls»"S  of  Pil 

failures  • as  did  fl)Q  p * H*1*  added  one  to  the  previous 

t T^Lzth 

of  whatever  kind  toVi  tv,  nimediate  ejection  of  every  thing 

:*h 

injections  of  strong  heef  t».  I ' t.a',d  8uPP0rti"S  th?  •»'  ««fe  by 
«hirrk  * J siron£  beel-tea,  chicken  soup  arid  the  like  • 

if  l|fe  and  to  ref’8  n°*W  and  then  added  to  stimulate  the  powers 

he  o^er  being  7t%bePe“dln8,SynCOpe-  °Pium-  *>me  C 

rocure  deep  8 **  Same  tmie  emPlo.ved  “>  ~Keve  pain  and 


Time  passed  on,  and  each  succeeding  day  found  my  patient- 
worse,—  she  became  more  and  more  debilitated,  the  pulse 
was  hurried  and  feeble,  and  the  countenance  sunken  and  anxious: 
and  to  all  this  was  added  epigastric  pain,  sleeplessness,  and  oc- 
casional incoherence  of  speech,  (delirium.) 

Before  matters  had  proceeded  to  this  extreme  length,  I ad- 
vised that  permature  labour  should  be  allowed  to  be  induced,  but 
in  vain  ; and  in  this  view  of  the  case  I was  supported  bv  mv 
friend,  Surgeon  Stewart,  of  the  ('ey Ion  Rifle  Regiment.  However, 
this  necessary,  and  truly  indispensable  operation  was  delayed,  at 
the  roliritaiion  of  the  patient  and  her  husband,  in  order  to  try 
the  effect  of  another  mode  of  treatment,  suggested  by  a third 
party;  and  which  consisted  in  the  free  application  of  the  argent 
nit.  to  the  03.  uteri,  and  paTts  adjacent';  together  with  its  in- 
ternal administration,  in  the  form  of  pills.  1 should  have  men- 
tioned above  that  the  local  application  of  morphia  to  the  os  uteri 
was  employed,  but  to  no  good  purpose. 

The  induction  of  premature  labour  being  at  length  decided  on, 
I-  dilated  the  os  uter.  with  a large  sized  male  catheter,  and  re- 
peated the  dilatation  after  about  40  hours  ; slight  uterine  pains 
succeeded  the  second  introduction  of  the  instrument,  and  the 
decoction  of  the  ergot  of  rye  was  then  given  to  accelerate  them; 
hut  it  was  scarcely  at  all  retained  by  the  stomach.  Nevertheless 
the  action  of  the  uterus  continued;  and  terminated  in  a day  and 
a half  in  a sudden  and  alarming  expulsion  of  “ waters,”  mixed 
with  coagula,’’  so  at  least  I was  informed.  The  effect  of  this 
on  the  constitutional  powers  generally,  and  on  the  stomach  in 
particular,  was  truly  remarkable  ; the  good  effects  were  as  imme- 
diate, as  they  were  permanent.  A few'  hours  had  scarcely  passed 
by.  ere  the  countenance  had  assumed  a comparatively  healthy  ap- 
pearance, the  pulse  became  slower  and  stronger,  and  the  stomach 
not  only  retained  its  contents,  but  the  appetite  was  restored. 
Each  succeeding  day  found  my  patient  improved  and  improving. 
She  gained  health  and  strength;  and  every  thing  seemed  to  pro- 
mise a speedy  recovery.  The  lochial  discharge  gradually  diminish- 
ed ; and  in  due  time,  altogether  ceased.  No  indication  of  the 
pregnant  state  remaiued. 

Although  the  carelessness  of  the  attendants  was  the  cause  of 
my  never  seeing  whatever  passed  from  the  uterus,  yet  did  ! not 
then  hesitate  to  conclude,  nor  do  i now  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  that  the  ovum  or  a portion  of  it,  escaped  with  the. 
said  “ waters " and  “ coagula /’ 

Change  of  air  and  a ionic  regimen  were  considered  alone 
necessary  to  the  complete  restoration  ol  the  health. 

The  sequel  proves  the  reverse. 

Oil  the  18th  oi  IDth  day  after  the  escape  of  the  uterine  contend, 
as  above  described,  mv  attention  was  called  to  the  state  o i the 
uterus  ; which  my  patient  declared  had  somewhat  increased,  rather 
than  diminished,  in  size,  within  the  past  tew  days.  I was  informed 
also  that  the  character  of  the  vaginal  discharge  had  much  altered, 
and  that  it  then  presented  a sanguineous  appearance.  An  ex- 
amination verified  both  of  these  statements. 


I gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  most  probably  some  portion  of 
the  ovum  had  been  retained. 

On  my  next  visit,  after  three  days,  X found  all  the  symp- 
toms much  aggravated  ; the  size  of  the  uterus  had,  very  evidently, 
much  increased.  Mrs.  T.  complained  of  a painful  sense  of  dis- 
tension of  the  organ,  as  if  it  were  about  to  “ burst  and  told 
me,  moreover,  that  she  was  losing  the  use  of  her  fingers,  the 
extremities  of  which  had  X>ecome  insensible  to  feeling. 

The  voice  was  reduced  to  a mere  whisper ; and  the  act  of 
deglutition  was  performed  with  some  difficulty. 

Feeling  assured  that  all  the  symptoms  were  dependent  on  the 
abnormal  condition  of  the  womb,  and  the  presence  within  it  of 
fcome  irritating  foreign  body,  the  nature  of  which  I could  do 
little  more  than  conjecture,  and  believing  that  the  persistance  of 
this  foreign  body,  whatever  it  may  be,  within  the  uterus,  would 
progressively  destroy  the  various  powers  of  life,  and  so  kill  mv 
patient — I gave  it  as  my  conviction,  that  the  only  course  to  pur- 
sue, at  all  likely  to  be  of  any  real  and  permanent  benefit,  was 
that  one  calculated  to  rid  the  womb  of  its  contents;  in  fact  to 
repeat  the  operation  before  resorted  to,  viz.  the  dilatation  of  the 
os  uteri. 

A consultation  was  held,  and  my  advice  was  overruled. 

A week  had  hardly  elapsed  ere  the  case  became  so  alarming, 
and  all  its  symptoms  so)  much  aggravated  that  further  delay  would 
have  been  only  criminal.  The  uterine  tumor  had  risen,  by  this 
time,  to  the  umbilicus,  and  was  exquisitely  tender.  The  extreme- 
ties,  hands  and  feet,  arms  and  legs,  from  the  elbows  and  knees 
downwards,  were  completely  paralyzsa  ; not  a single  fibre  in  any 
One  muscle  could  be  called  into  action — the  extensors  and  flexors 
of  both  the  thigh  and  upper  arm  were  almost  powerless.  The 
nerves  of  sensation,  although  r ot  absolutely  paralyzed,  were  much 
affected  ; the  extremities  Jed.  for  the  most  part,  inflated  and  soften- 
ed ; and  now  and  then  pricking  pains  were  experienced  in  different 
parts  of  the  limbs. 

Both  respiration  and  deglutition  were  much  impaired  ; in  con- 
sequence, doubtless,  of  the  abstraction  of  nervous  power  from  the 
muscles  concerned  in  these  respective  acts. 

Mrs.  T.  was  now  removed  to  her  home,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  inconveniences  and  delays  of  being  so  far  from  the  town. 

The  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  was  performed  on  two  differ- 
ent occasions  ; and  then  expulsive  pains  came  on  : and,  after 

continuing  very  regularly  for  two  or  three  and  twenty  hours,  ter- 
minated in  the  evacuation  of  a large  quantity  of  hydatids / 

I was  now  led  to  hope  that  the  parts  affected  would,  in  the 
course  of  time,  re-acquire  their  normal  condition  ; nor  did  the 
progress  of  the  case,  immediately  succeeding  to  the  escape  of 
the  hydatids,  do  else  than  encourage  so  much  ; for  thirty  hours 
had  scarcely  elapsed  ere  the  act  of  deglutition  was  unattended 
with  the  slightest  difficulty,  or  inconvenience. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  from  the  third  to  about  the 
10th  day  the  lacteal  secretion  was  continued. 

At  the  expiration  of  a week  the  extensor  and  flexor  muscles 
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of  the  thigh  and  upper  arm  had  regained  considerable  power ; nor 
were  the  flexors  and  extensors  of  the  fore-arm  altogether  use* 
less  ; the  digital  extremities  were  capable  of  being  very  slightly  moved* 
The  lower  extremities,  although  improved,  and  their  motive  power 
sensibly  increasing,  yet  did  they  not  at  this  time  keep  pace  with 
the  upper.  The  nerves  of  sensation  every  where  appeared  re- 
covering their  natural  tone,  the  sense  of  touch  was  described  as 
returning  to  its  original  and  healthy  state  ; at  the  same  time,  the 
slightest  degree  of  pressure  along  the  course  of  the  radial  and 
ulnar  nerves,  in  either  arm,  caused  much  uneasiness  and  pain. 

Mrs.  T.*s  general  health  was  much  improved  and  improving. 
A tonic  regimen  was  pursued  with  apparent  advantage. 

On  the  16th  day.  from  the  escape  of  the  hydatids,  she  was 
removed  from  her  home  to  a more  desirable  locality  ; and  quickly 
afterwards  the  voice  began  to  reassume  its  original  character — it 
lost  the  faint  whisper  which  before  characterized  it* 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  restoration  of  the  functions  of  the 
spinal  system,  I now  employed  galvanism : repeated  shocks  were 
thrown  along  the  cord  and  extremities,  and  active  friction  of  the 
parts  affected  was  recommended.  Stimulating  liniments  were  also 
applied.  This  treatment  was  directly  followed  by  an  extreme 
restlessness  and  sleeplessness— the  cerebro  spiual  functions  became 
much  affected.  Successive  hours  were  passed  in  a kind  of  delirious 
excitation,  and  in  an  involuntary  jactatation  of  the  muscular  sys- 
tem ; and  particularly  of  the  lower  extremities  : the  latter  was 
commonly  accompanied  with  acute  neuralgic  pains,  ft  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  the  fingers  and  toes  were  scarcely,  if  at  all,  affected 
by  this  peculiar  and  painful  chorea.  . 

The  galvanism  was  now  omitted  ; and  in  its  stead  sedatives, 
particularly  morphia,  were  prescribed,  with  the  view  of  allaying 


yj  the  irritatiom  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord;  for  there  were  no 
(TL  indications  nj/  any  thing  like  vascular  repletion,— far  from  it. 
y Blue  pill  ana  aperients  W'ere  occasionally  used  to  preserve  a heal- 
thy state  of  the  primoe  vice , and  the  carb.  ferri  with  quinine  were 
internally  administered.  The  effects  of  this  altered  treatment  were 
every  way  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  all  cerebral  excitement  and 
incoherence  ceased,  and  a proper  amount  of  sleep  was  insured,  the 
painful  and  involuntary  muscular  action  was  duly  controlled,  the 
pi/  tongue  became  clea/er  and  yet  more  healthy  looking  than  before, 
the  appetite  improved,  and  the  bow'els  were  preserved  in  a proper 
state. 

The  constitutional  powers  also  appeared  strengthened ; but 
nevertheless  much  remained  to  be  done  towards  the  complete  re- 
covery of  the  spinal  functions  of  the  extremities  : for  although 
the  Jiexion  and  extension  of  both  the  upper  and  fore-arm,  and 
pronation  and  supination  were  now  little  short  of  perfect;  yet 
the  deeply  sealed  muscles  of  the  fore-arm,  those  attached  to  the 
phalanges,  the  flexors  and  extensors  of  the  fingers,  and  those  be- 
longing to  the  thumbs,  were  capable,  only,  of  very  slight  move- 
ments ; and  similarly  of  those  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  par- 
ticularly so  of  those  muscles  attached  to  the  inferior  phalanges. 
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Such  was  the  condition  of  my  patient  in  the  ninth  week 
after  the  escape  of  the  hydatid  mass  from  the  uterus — and  at 
this  time  I advised  her  to  proceed  to  Nuwera  EUia  in  the  hope 
that  a change  of  air  and  scene  may  be  beneficial  : nor  was 
I disappointed.  On  her  return  to  Colombo  (after  an  absence  of 
two  months)  in  May,  both  the  hands  and  feet  were  somewhat  less 
affected  than  they  had  been  previously. 

In  the  hope  of  facilitating  the  recovery  of  the  deeply  seated  mus- 
cles of  the  arm  and  leg,  viz.  those  attached  to  the  phalanges,  superior 
and  inferior,  and  all  of  which  were  at  this  time  in  so  paralyzed  a 
condition  as  to  render  the  hands  and  feet  not  much  more  than  use- 
less,  I proposed  to  Mrs.  T.  that  she  should  allow  me  to  mesmerize  her. 
I did  so,  and  with  but  little  trouble,  on  several  occasions — in 
fact  until  she  left  Colombo  for  Galle.  At  each  sitting  and 
directly  she  became  insensible — comatose— the  arms  were  raised 
involuntarily,  aud  without  the  patient’s  knowledge,  high  above  the 
head,  and  those  parts  hitherto  all  but  powerless  were  seen  en- 
dowed with  motion— e.g.  the  fingers  now  and  then  jerked  out 
like  an  inanimate  body  when  surcharged  with  electric  fluid.  The 
hands,  which  for  a period  of  about  five  months  had  seemed  more 
like  mere  appendages  to  the  wrists  than  anything  else,  falling  here 
and  there  as  the  motions  of  the  fore-arm  directed,  were  brought 
or  rather  thrown  into  a straight  line  with  the  other,  the  inferior 
parts,  of  the  member.  This  state  of  things  always  lasted  about 
20  or  25  minutes,  when  it  was  terminated  by  a kind  of  hysteri- 
cal paroxysm  ; on  the  subsidence  of  which  consciousness  would 
re-appear,  and  with  it  the  parts  affected  re-acquired  their  former 
and  abnormal  condition.  However,  directly  on  the  employment  of 
animal  magnetism,  (he  recovery  of  the  hands  and  feet  progressed 
rapidly,  and  at  this  time  (December)  Mrs.  T.  is  to  use  her  own 
words  “ quite  well /’  “ as  well  as  ever  A When  pressed  closely  she 
admits  that  one  ancle  is  “ a little  iveak  ” and  that  i«he  finds, 
when  executing  a difficult  piece  of  music,  the  fingers  occasionally 
feel  “ stiffisli.”  The  general  health  is  now,  as  it  has  long  been, 
perfect.  , ; , , 

The  following  letter  contains  Mrs.  T.’s  own  opinion  of  the 
benefits  she  has  received  from  ?nes?7ierismi 

August  Ath  184$. 

“ Hear  Hr.  Davey. 

“Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  July,  I received  a few  days  ago ; 
and  it  is  with  much  pleasure  l write  to  express  to  you  my  opinion 
as  to  the  effect  mesmerism  had  on  my  limbs.  I have  derived 
great  benefit  from  it  ; for  1 had  not  the  least  power  in  my  wrists 
before  mesmerism  was  resorted  to.  I think  you  mesmerised  me 
altogether  four  times/  and  the  last  time  was  on  a Sunday.  I left 
Colombo  for  Galle  the  following  day,  and  it  was  in  the  coach, 
on  my  way  there,  I first  observed  I could  jnearhj  raise  my  wrists. 
In  about  a week  i entirely  got  the  use  of  them r and  since  then 
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ray  hands  have  continued  to  strengthen  daily.  Within  three  weeks 
of  the  time*you  first  mesmerised  me  I was  able  to  write  my 
bazaar  account ; and  soon  afterwards  little  notes  to  my  friends— 
and  to  yourself  among  the  rest.  I can  now  also  walk  about  the 
house  quite  alone,  but  still  have  a little  difficulty  in  getting  up 
from  my  chair.  I am  in  the  best  health  ; and  this  note  will  be, 
alone,  sufficient  to  show  you  the  improvement  which  has  taken 
place  in  my  hands  since  I last  wrote  to  you/’ 

(Signed)  E T ... 

* * * * *• 


Remarks . 


The  many  points  of  interest  to  the  pathologist,  in  the  above 
case,  may  be  supposed  to  render  some  remarks  on  it  both  ne- 
cessary and  instructive. 

The  first  thing  which  arrests  the  attention  of  the  medical 
enquirer  is  the  morbid  sympathy  of  the  stomach  with  the  uterusi 
This  circumstance  is,  of  itself,  by  no  means  unusual,  but  on  the 
other  hand  is  one  so  common  to  the  pregnant  state,  that  it 
fails  almost  to  attract  any  kind  of  notice  : however,  the  excited 
and  irritable  state  of  the  stomach  which  so  generally  accompanies 
utero-gestation  affords  us  a highly  interesting  illustration  of  that 
close  and  indissoluble  bond  of  union  and  mutual  dependence 
existing  between  the  several  parts  of  the  animal  organism  ;■  and 
which  must  be  viewed,  only,  as  the  effect  of  the  anatomical  ar- 
rangement of  the  great  sympathetic  nerve  ; connecting  as  it  does 
the  several  viscera  of  all  animated  tribes,  into  one  beautiful  and 
harmonious  whole  :•  the  sum  total  of  their  several  functions  resul- 
ting in  the  life  of  the  individual — to  whatever  genus  or  species 
he  may  claim  affinity. 

In  the  person  of  Mrs,  T.  this  “ morbid  sympathy ,”  between 
the  stomach  and  uterus , reached  a climax  not  oftentimes  observed,* 
and  however  much  meddlesome  surgery  of  all  kinds  is  to  be  pro- 
scribed i yet  is  it  certain,  that  to  have  allowed  my  patient,  under 
the  circumstances  explained,  to  have  gone  on  without  an  attempt 
being  made  to  destroy  the  ovum,  and  to  effect  the  evacuation  of 
the  uterine  contents,  would  have  constituted,  to  my  mind,  an 
omission  no^oless  fatal  to  my  own  professional  reputation  than 
to  my  patient ; that  she  would  have  died,  had  the  proceeding  I 
adopted  been  neglected,  is,  of  all  things,  undeniable. 

It  is  seen  by  the  history  of  this  case,  hereto  prefixed,  that  the 
Immediate  effects  of  the  first  dilitation  of  the  os  uteri,  performed 
with  the  view  of  inducing  premature  labour  were  in  the  highest 
degree  beneficial  but  inasmuch  as  the  sickness,  including,  also,  tne 
usual  signs  of  the  pregnant  state,  became  succeeded  by  other  and 
dissimilar  symptoms  of  the  most  distressing  and  dangerous  ten- 
ndecy^pland  which  were  plainly  referable  to,  and  caused  by,  the 


ir 


growth  and  presence  of  the  hydatid  mass (in  uteri,)* it  is  plain lv 
to  be  inferred  that  the  uterine  action  so  induced  caused  only 
the  rupture  ol  the  ovum,  and  the  consequent  escape  of  the  fetus' 
the  former  remaining  attached  to  the  parietes  of  the  womb  , and 

p this  circumstance  is  doubtless,  to  be  attributed  the  first  forma, 
tion  of  the  hydatid  mass. 

Dr.  Wm  Kerr  author  of  the  article  Hydatids  in  the  Cyclo- 
pedia  of  _ practical  medicine,  writes  thus-“  Hydatids  of  the  uterus 
when  arising  from  the  destruction  ofthe  ovum  are  preceded  bv 
the  symptoms  of  pregnancy  common  to  the  period  before  this 
change  takes  place ; and  the  time  when  it  happens  is  marked  by 
the  breasts  becoming  flaccid,  and  the  sickness  and  symptomatic 
effects  of  pregnancy  going  off  ’ Db.  James  Blcndelt,  gives 
a precisely  similar  opinion -and  assures  us  that  although  the 
ovum,  deprived  of  the  fetus,  remain  attached  to  the  uteros,  yet 
will  all  the  symptoms  of  pregnancy  cease  on  the  interruption  of 
utcro-gestahon.  r 

That  the  remains  of  a _ blighted  ovum  is,  in  itself,  a suf- 
ficient cause  for  the  formation  of  Hydatids  in  utero  is,  to  mv 
mind,  certain ; but  in  order  to  render  my  position  the  more  pal- 
pable  to  the  reader  f would  refer  him  to  the  subjoined  authorities. 
Viz:  Good  in  his  study  of  Medicine  asserts  on  the  authority  of 

Hewson  and  Hunter  that  “ the  most  common  cause  of  uterine  hu. 
datids  is  the  result  of  a miscarriage Mad  Boivin's  work  “ on 
the  uterus  ” contains  these  words  “ If  the  ovum  remain  attached 
to  the  uterus  deprived  of  the  fetus,  appropriating  the  blood 
destined  for  a fetus,  it  will  probably  acquire  a considerable 
volume  and  capacity  ; and  hence  the  varieties  “ of  moles  &c  ” 
Tn  Dr.  Tayior’s  volume  on  “Medical  jurisprudence ” we 
read  under  the  head  of  •*  moles  and  hydatids.”— “ When  the 
mass  is  expelled  it  is  found  to  consist  of  a group  of  vesicles 
or  cysts  of  various  sizes:  but  when  this  disease  follows  inter', 

course  the  cysts  are  found  mixed  up  with  the  remains  of  a 
blighted  ovum  or  a coagulum  of  blood  r"  and  such  is  the  only 
description  which  applies,  to  the  hydatid  mass  expelled  in  the  case 
I am  here  considering. 

The  observations  immediately  preceding  are  intended  in  no 
small  degree  to  meet  the  many  objections  offered  to  my  diagnosis 

and  the  cntioisms  thereon  : but  critics  cannot  be  expected  always,  to 
be  impartial.  J * 

Ihe  remarkable  feature  of  this  case  consists  in  the  symptoms 
j jeh  accompanied  the  formation  and  growth  of  the  hydatids, 
co  ° r 'I?1  j lnk  bas  a parellel  in  clinical  medicine 7 no  wher  e 
can  l hnd  mention-  made  of  a similar  form  of  disease.  Those 
instances  of  uterine  hydatids  mentioned  by  Denman.  Gooch,  Rvan, 

1 onm,  Ashwell,  and  other  writers  in  this  department  of  medical 
t.n en<?  . belong  to  a more  common  order  of  things  : but 

| oripifonate|  n?h-t  y !>he  nierits  of.  the  case,  and  its  title  to  the 
i sinful  ,l  y c ?im  lor  it,  constituting  as  it  does  a rare  and 
cesSar  ;xcePtlon  ,0  a general  rule,  L will  here  quote  in  sue- 
c;n  '*1  lr°m  amon&  the  most  eminent  writers  on  obstetric  medi- 

> he  symptoms  of  Hydatids  of  the  uterus  : the  eompffeon  of 
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the  rule,  in  so.  far  as  it  is  set  forth  in  the  following  extracts, 
with  the  exception  will,  necessarily,  prove,  or  disprove,  my  posi- 
tion, as  above  explained. 

“ Observations  are  wholly  wanting  as  to  the  particular 
effects  on  the  human  body  of  the  hydatids  already  described 
( uterine  hydatids ) and  stated  to  have  been  occasionally  found  in 
it;  but  it  is  probable  that  this  morbific  agency  must  nearly  cor- 
respond to  that  of  any  foreign  body  situated  in  the  same  cavity 
or  structure.  During  life  unless  when  they  are  evacated  either 
naturally  or  artificially  there  appears  to  be  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining that  their  particular  presence  is  the  cause  of  constitutional 
disorder.”  Hydatids  “ of  themselves  do  not  appear  to  produce 
any  peculiar  symptoms”  K ERR  Cyclop  of  Pract.  Med : 

“ Of  hydatids  in  the  uterus  J have  met  with  several  instances  ; 
the  patients  had  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  pregnancy,  only  with 
some  peculiarity  which  led  them  to  doubt  it,  such  as  the  absence 
of  movement  in  the  abdomen,  the  enlargement  of  the  abdomen 
being  disproportionate  to  the  period  of  pregnancy,  or  after  ad- 
vancing rapidly  becoming  suddenly  stationary,  In  other  cases 
the  patient  after  supposing  herself  pregnant,  had  a discharge 
sometimes  of  blood  sometimes  of  wrater,  "which  led  her  to  sup- 
pose that  she  'was  miscarrying.”  Gooch. 

“ Simulating  pregnancy,  from  molar  concretions,  assumes  in 
many  cases  so  much  of  the  character  of  genuine  impregnation  as  to  be 
distinguished  with  considerable  difficulty.  In  general,  however,  the 
abdominal  swelling  increases  in  the  spurious  kind,  far  more  rapidly 
than  in  the  real,  for  the  first  three  months  ; after  which  it  keeps 
nearly  at  a stand  : the  tumour,  moreover,  is  considerably  more  equa- 
ble, the  breasts  are  flat  and  do  not  participate  in  the  action,  and 
there  is  no  sense  of  quickening.  There  is  almost  always  a retention 

of  the  menses.”  Good. 

* 

“ Hydatids  and  moles  in  the  uterus  are  generally  for  some  time 
attended  by  the  common  symptoms  of  pregnancy;  which,  how- 
ever, soon  cease  or  become  obscure.  Very  frequently  after  the 

breasts  have  become  flaccid,  and  the  other  symptoms  of  preg- 
nancy have  disappeared,  the  uterine  tumour  remains,  in  the  case 
of  hydatids  being  attended  with  occasional  discharges  of  water  ;— 
and,  in  the  case  of  moles,  with  discharges  of  blood.  Of  course, 
there  are  no  movements  of  a child  ; and  the  size  of  the  uterus 
does  not  correspond  to  the  ordinary  hulk  of  that  c an  at  the 


same  period  of  pregnancy.” 

“ In  almost  every  instance  in  which  either  hydatids  or  moles 
have  existed,  the  general  health  has  been  deranged,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  uterus  has  been  unhealthy.”  CONQUEST. 

“ The  symptoms  accompanying  uterine  hydatids,  strongly  re- 
semble those  of  pregnancy  ” Taylor. 

If  with  the  foregoing  We  contrast  the  symptoms  from  which 
Mrs.  T.  suffered,  their  great  dissimilitude  a nd^ieculiarity^ become 
self-evident.  rl  hese  were  a painful  sense  of  distension  of  the  uterus 
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if  it  were  about  to  burst,  aphonia  or  loss  of  voice,  difficult  and 
painful  deglutition,  complete  paralysis  of  both  the  superior  and  in- 
ferior extremities,  hands  and  feet,  arms  and  legs,  from  the  elbows 
and  knees  downwards,  and  very  impaired  motion  and  sensation 
of  the  thiglis  and  upper  arms,  and  lastly  a laborious  and  Oppressed 
respiration,  which  gave  the  sensation  of  impending  suffocation,- 
7?  to  all  this  was  added  a considerable  emaciation,  and  a counte- 
nance expressive  of  the  extremist  distress.  The  injected  state 
of  the  capiliary  vessels,  more  especially  those  of  the  extremities 
and  superior  parts  of  the  body,  imparted  a peculiar  lcadenish  hue 
to  them. 

The  above  facts  most  certainly  contradict,  and  in  the  clear- 
est possible  manner,  the  assertion  made  by  Hunter  that  the  pre- 
judicial effects  of  hydatids  are  to  be  ascribed  to  mere  *•  Mechanical 
pressure for  the  size  of  the  uterus  in  my  patient  utterly  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  such  having  been  the  case;  and  also  that 
attributed  to  Dr.  Denman  viz , “ the  symptoms  of  uterine  hy- 
datids are  not  alarming , though  troublesome .” 

The  very  peculiar  and  dangerous  nature  of  the  symptoms 
necessarily  forbid  the  adaption  bf  that  treatment  so  generally 
recommended  and  practised  ; and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  had 
I been  content  to  do  only  what  is  laid  down  in  books,  and  authoriz- 
ed by  name  and  precedent  that  Mrs.  T . would  have  long  since- 

died,  instead  of  living,  as  she  is  now,  in  the  enjoyment  of  health 
and  prosperity.  The  treatment  advised,  generally,  in  cases  of  Hy- 
datids “ m utcro  is  exceedingly  simple,  because  the  effects  of 
the  disease  are,  more  frequently  than  otherwise,  few  and  unim- 
portant, Dr.  Kerr  above  quoted  says  “ the  treatment  is  to  be 
directed  on  general  principles  to  the  relief  of  sympathetic  dis- 
order ; and  to  the  maintainance,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  due 
functions  of  the  abdominal  viscera.”  Conquest  recommends  that 
the  general  health  be  looked  to,  and  appropriate  treatment  adopted, 
<£  The  state  of  the  uterus”  he  adds,  “ will  be  improved  by  absti- 
nence from  sexual  excitement,  by  cold  bathing,  and  other  means 
which  invigorate  the  system.”  The  advice  of  Sir  C.  M.  Clarke 
and  of  Blumlell  is  much  the  same, — the  former  adds  “ the  patient 
is  to  be  informed  of  its  nature , and  the  result  is  to  be  patient- 
ly waited  for,” 

But  one  exception  to  this  kind  of  treatment  has,  up  to  the 
present  time,  been  anticipated,  e.  g.  Blundell  advises  that  in 
case  “ a great  eruption  of  blood  should  occur  ” the  hydatids 
should  be,  extracted  per  vaginam,  and  so  also  do  Drs.  Denman  and 
Waller  ^p^doubtless  on  the  occurrence  of  profuse  and  alarm- 
ing uterine  hemorrhage,  caused  by  the  presence  of  hydatids,  nothing 
shdrt  of  it  could  be  relied  on  : now  although  the  extreme  dan- 
ger of  my  patient  was  in  no  way  the  consequence  of  hemorrhage 
yet  were  the  symptoms  not  one  jot  less  frightful  and  alarming 
than  those  arising  from  a profuse  loss  of  blood ; and  therefore 
do  I justify  the  plan  of  treatment  I pursued.  The  expediency 
even  gaiety  of  the  plan  1 adopted  to  bring  about  the  evacuation 
of  the  uterine  contents,  viz.  the  dilitation  of  the  os  Uteri , is  well 
shown,  not  only  in  the  ultimate  recovery  of  my  patient,  but  also 
by  the  immediate  effects  of  the  operation,  on  the  uterus, 
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It  is  a fact  well  worthy  to  be  remeifrbered  that  the  expulsion  oi  the 
hydatid  mass  was  commenced,  continued,  and  completed,  not  only 
without  anything  like  hemorrhage,  but  without  any  kind  of  matr- 
onal interference  ; a circumstance  it  would  appear  of  rare  occur- 
rence— for  says  Sir  C.  M.  Clarke  in  his  observations  on  the  diseases 
of  females,  “ when  the  period  arrives  at  which  the  uterus  is 
excited  by  distension  to  unload  itself  of  its  contents,  then  all  the 
skill  and  energy  of  the  Medical  Attendant  will  be  wanting;  and 
all  his  efforts  will  be  called  forth  to  controul  the  hemorrhage,  and 
to  sustain  the  powers  of  the  constitution  ” — but,  in  my  case  no 
“skill”  nor  “ energy ” were  required;  the  action  of  the  uterus 
was,  in  itself,  sufficient  for  every  purpose ; assisted  as  it  was  by 
occasional  doses  of  the  Ergot  of  rye. 

I cannot  but  conclude  that  in  all  cases  where  it  can  be 
satisfactorily  made  out  that  the  uterus  contains  hydatids,  although 
the  symptoms  indicating  their  presence  may  be  in  no  way  dan- 
gerous but  only  troublesome,  that  instead  of  waiting,  it  may  be 
for  many  months  “ for  the  result ,”  that  is,  their  expulsion  from 
the  uterus  by  the  spontaneous  excitation  of  that  organ— it 
would  be  far  preferable,  more  convenient,  and  less  dangerous  to 
the  patient's  safety,  to  excite  the  necessary  uterine  action  by  the 
introduction  of  a full  sized  bougie  into  its  mouth;  and  so  accomplish  in 
10  or  20  hours  what  might  be  delayed  as  many  weeks,  or  perhaps  as 
many-months  : for  nothing  can  be  more  erroneous  than  to  suppose,  that 
the  uterus  never  carries  foreign  substances,  as  blighted  faetus’s 
hydatids  &c  beyond  the  ninth  month.  The  late  l)r.  Kyan  has 
recorded  a case  in  which  hydatids  were  retained  in  ulero  so  long 
as  14  years,  in  1835  l.  attended  a poor  Mroman  whom  l delivered 
of  two  blighted  foetuses,  which  had  been  long  retained  in  the 
uterus,  probably  nearly  two  years:  the  accounts  given  to  me  were., 
as  may  be  expected,  vague  and  unsatisfactory. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


That  the  presence  of  the  hydatid  mass  in  utero  was  the 
cause  of  the  paralysed  condition  of  the  motor  and  sentient  ner- 
ves, as  well  as  that  of  the  respiratory  nerves,  and  of  those 
presiding  over  the  motions  of  the  larynx  and  oesophagus  (see  case) 
cannot  be  doubted^eeing  that  the  impaired  motive  powers  and 
sensation,  including  the  impeded  respiration,  the  loss  of  voice,  and 
the  difficult  deglutition,  commenced  with  the  uterine  enlargement 
and  kept  pace  with  it : moreover  these  several  abnormal  phenomena 
were  almost  directly  relieved  on  the  evacuation  of  the  hydatid 
mass, 


FINIS, 
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